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proposal to protect faith-based organizations’
religious hiring autonomy.

I thank Members of both parties in Con-
gress who worked on this legislation. I will
continue to work with Congress to ensure
that our neediest children are prepared for
success in school and a lifetime of achieve-
ment.

NotE: H.R. 1429, approved December 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 110-134.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act

December 12, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2008—6

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104-45) (the “Act”), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our Embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

Dec. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval the “Children’s Health
Insurance Program Reauthorization
Act of 2007

December 12, 2007

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my ap-
proval H.R. 3963, the “Children’s Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of
2007.” Like its predecessor, H.R. 976, this
bill does not put poor children first and it
moves our country’s health care system in
the wrong direction. Ultimately, our Nation’s
goal should be to move children who have
no health insurance to private coverage—not
to move children who already have private
health insurance to government coverage. As
aresult, I cannot sign this legislation.

The purpose of the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) was to
help low-income children whose families
were struggling, but did not qualify for Med-
icaid, to get the health care coverage that
they needed. My Administration strongly
supports reauthorization of SCHIP. That is
why in February of this year I proposed a
5-year reauthorization of SCHIP and a 20
percent increase in funding for the program.

Some in the Congress have sought to
spend more on SCHIP than my budget pro-
posal. In response, I told the Congress that
I was willing to work with its leadership to
find any additional funds necessary to put
poor children first, without raising taxes.

The leadership in the Congress has re-
fused to meet with my Administration’s rep-
resentatives. Although they claim to have
made “substantial changes” to the legislation,
H.R. 3963 is essentially identical to the legis-
lation that I vetoed in October. The legisla-
tion would still shift SCHIP away from its
original purpose by covering adults. It would
still include coverage of many individuals
with incomes higher than the median income
in the United States. It would still result in
government health care for approximately 2
million children who already have private
health care coverage. The new bill, like the
old bill, does not responsibly offset its new
and unnecessary spending, and it still raises
taxes on working Americans.
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Because the Congress has chosen to send
me an essentially identical bill that has the
same problems as the flawed bill I previously
vetoed, I must veto this legislation, too. I con-
tinue to stand ready to work with the leaders
of the Congress, on a bipartisan basis, to re-
authorize the SCHIP program in a way that
puts poor children first; moves adults out of
a program meant for children; and does not
abandon the bipartisan tradition that marked
the original enactment of the SCHIP pro-
gram. In the interim, I call on the Congress
to extend funding under the current program
to ensure no disruption of services to needy
children.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 12, 2007.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Umaru Yar’ Adua of
Nigeria

December 13, 2007

President Bush. Mr. President, it’s been
my honor to welcome you here to the White
House. Now, we just had a very extensive
and fruitful discussion on a variety of issues,
and that's what you'd expect when friends
meet together.

I—the President is committed to democ-
racy and rule of law. He was very articulate
in his desire to make sure that the people
of Nigeria understand that their Government
will be fair and transparent and will be a gov-
ernment of the people. Mr. President, I am
impressed by your commitment to reform,
your adherence to the concept that rule of
law, and your belief in transparency. And I
congratulate you for being a strong leader.

We also talked about social justice issues,
the issue of education. The President is com-
mitted to seeing to it that compulsory edu-
cation is followed through on in this country,
throughout the country, and I admire that.
And we want to help you. The United States
has got a program that is dedicated to making
sure every child gets a good education. It’s
in our national interests that that be the case.

It's also in our national interests, Mr.
President, to help you, if you so desire, on
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issues like HIV/AIDS and malaria. The Presi-
dent is strongly committed to helping the Ni-
gerian families affected by these diseases get
treatment and help. He understands that
there needs to be a comprehensive program
of prevention, distribution of antiretrovirals,
and then a capacity to help the orphans who
have been left behind as a result of this ter-
rible disease. And we’re committed through
what we call PEPFAR, Mr. President. I'm
going to the United States Congress and ask
them to double our commitment because we
believe it’s in our interests to help you if you
so desire. It’s in our interests from a security
perspective; it’s in our interests from a moral
perspective.

And so we've got a good visit. I'm proud
you're here, and I welcome you and thank
you for your time and for your heart.

President Yar’Adua. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. I feel highly honored
and privileged to be here and have the op-
portunity to share these few moments with
you. These are moments that I'll never forget
in my life.

I have briefed Mr. President on the situa-
tion in Nigeria, our efforts to anchor democ-
racy on the rule of law, to help a credible
electoral process, and to ensure that the prin-
ciples of justice, equity will guide the conduct
of affairs in Nigeria—transparency, account-
ability, and the fight against corruption. And
Mr. President has expressed the support of
himself and the Government of the United
States and the people of the United States
to assist Nigeria to ensure that we continue
to uphold—T[inaudible]—democracy, the
rule of law, zero tolerance for corruption, and
the development of a free market economy
through economic reforms that we have been
effecting for the last 8 years.

Now, this will set the principles upon
which we’ll build and develop a free society
capable of growing an economy that will
cater for the development and needs of the
people of Nigeria. And in this great effort
we are making, we find great friendship and
assistance from the Government and people
of the United States. And we are very grate-
ful for this expression of support, confidence,
and trust.

We have discussed a wide range of issues
beside democracy and the rule of law; we



